
Smashing Color 
Identifying Light-Values 
 

1. Lay a color chip on the pale gray and 
squint. If it blends in, or doesn’t show up 
easily against the pale gray, then it is 
high in value.  

2. If it shows up easily then try it on the dark 
gray and squint. If it blends in, or doesn’t 
show up easily against the dark gray, 
then its low in value. 

3. If it shows up on both the light and the 
dark gray then its middle value.  
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